BIRDS HILL INTERNATIONAL 
COMBINED DRIVING EVENT 

HOSTED BY THE MANITOBA DRIVING SOCIETY 
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JULY 15th, 16th and 17th 2011
MANITOBA HORSE COUNCIL EQUESTRIAN FACILITY
BIRDS HILL PROVINCIAL PARK
The Birds Hill Combined Driving Event Competition is a sanctioned Silver Competition member of Equine Canada 2685 Queensview Drive, Suite 100 Ottawa, Ontario K2B 8K2

Every class offered herein is covered by the rules and specifications of the current rules of EC and will be held and judged in accordance with the EC Rule Book.

Equine Canada Statement of Principles
Equine Canada (EC), the national equestrian federation of Canada, supports adherence to humane treatment of horses in all activities under its jurisdiction. 

EC is committed to: 

· Upholding the welfare of horses, regardless of value, as a primary consideration in all activities; 

· Requiring that horses be treated with kindness, respect and the compassion that they deserve, and that they never be subjected to mistreatment; 

· Ensuring that owners, trainers and exhibitors or their agents use responsible care in the handling, treatment and transportation of their horses as well as horses placed in their care for any purpose; 

· Providing for the continuous well-being of horses by encouraging routine inspection and consultation with health care professionals and competition officials to achieve the highest possible standards of nutrition, health, comfort, sanitation and safety as a matter of standard operating procedure; 

· Continuing to support scientific studies on equine health and welfare; 

· Increasing education in training and horsemanship practices; 

· Requiring owners, trainers and exhibitors to know and follow their sanctioning organization’s rules, and to work within industry regulations in all equestrian competition; 

· Reviewing, revising and developing competition rules and regulations that protect the welfare of horses. 

The standard by which conduct or treatment will be measured is that which a person, informed and experienced in generally accepted equine training and exhibition procedures, would determine to be neither cruel, abusive, nor inhumane. 

You are cordially invited to join Equine Canada.

EQUINE CANADA

2685 Queensview Drive, Suite 100

Ottawa, Ontario

K2B 8K2

Tel.(613)248-3433 fax(613)248-3484
Web site: www.equinecanada.ca

Copies of the Equine Canada rules for Combined Driving Competitions (Section H) may be obtained , viewed or downloaded free of charge from the EC website www.equinecanada.ca or by contacting the Equine Canada office at the preceding address and telephone number or at the Manitoba Horse Council Inc., 200 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB, R3C 4M2, Telephone: 204.925.5718 or Fax: 204.925.5737. 

Entry Secretary:  
Kelly Hendry



5 Belanger Place



Selkirk Manitoba



Phone: 204.470.0904



E-mail: sailorgirl.k2@gmail.com

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
Thursday, July 14, 2011
12 Noon 
- Barns open 

Friday, July 15, 2011
2:00 pm 
- Show Office opens for early Registration 


- Competition A and C “Order of Go” posted 

6:00 pm 
- Competitors' Meeting followed by a clinic by Marsoe in barn B for training level drivers                      


and anyone else who would like to attend

- Cones Course Opens.  Clean casual dress, please. 

8:00 pm 
- Competitors’ Welcome Party 

Saturday, July 16, 2011
7:30 am 
- Show Office opens for late Registration 

8:00 am 
- First Horse Inspection. Numbers must be worn.  


- Appropriate attire. Dressage order of go to be followed 

9:00 am 
- Competition A – Presentation starts 

10:00 am
- Competition A – Dressage followed by Obstacle-Cones for Training and Preliminary division. Intermediate will follow a brief lunch break 

4:30 pm 
- Official Marathon Course Walk. Order of Go posted. 


- Competitors’ BBQ following the Course Walk 

Sunday, July 17, 2011
9:00 am
- Safety Inspection starts – Competitors must bring a completed Safety Checklist (included in Competitor packet) to the inspection 30 minutes prior to posted Marathon start time.

10:00 am 
- Competition B – Marathon 

3:30 pm 
- Posting of final scores 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 
6:00 pm
- Country Club dinner at Elmhurst Golf and Country Club (Tickets $ 35 each, available from the Show Secretary) 

Monday, July 18, 2011 

12 Noon- Barns close 

Event location: 
Birds Hill Provincial Park, Highway 59 north, 24 km or 14.9 miles to the west park entrance. 
Visit the website:

http://www.gov.mb.ca/sonservation/parks/popular_parks/birds_hill/index.html

VERY IMPORTANT PEOPLE 

	President of the Jury:
	Marsoe LaRose

	Ground Jury:
	Mary Cork

	Technical Delegate:
	Simon Rosenman

	Presentation Judges:
	Lenay Gutoski, Kathryn Sinclair

	Show Manager:
	Jane Fudge   204.275.8794

	
	Jane_fudge@hotmail.com

	Secretary:
	Kelly Hendry 204.470.0904

	
	sailorgirl.k2@gmail.com

	Scorer:
	Don Down

	Treasurer:
	Irene Malone

	Announcer:
	Geri Sweet

	Veterinarian:
	Oakbank Animal Hospital (204) 444-3615

	Clerk of Dressage:
	Marlene Hansen

	Clerk of Cones:
	TBA

	Course Designer:
	Fred Gutoski

	Safety Officer:
	John

	Volunteer Coordinator:
	Ruth Rob/ Carolyn Lintott /Carol Brand

	Barn Manager:
	Kathryn Sinclair


Office:
Kelly Hendry
Vehicle Storage:
 Large Barn 
Stabling: Box Stalls. Tack Stalls available (see Entry Form). 
Refunds: Before close of entries or with a letter from a Veterinarian or a Doctor. 
Directions to Show Grounds: Manitoba Horse Council Equestrian Facility, 25 km N.E. of Winnipeg in Birds Hill Provincial Park, Access off Hwy 59 or Hwy 206.
Camping: Birds Hill Provincial Park Campground. 5 min (3 kilometers) from barn. Fully serviced.  Information: 800-214-6497: Reservations: 800-482-2267. Unserviced camping available on show grounds; rate - $15 per night.
Hotels: All in Winnipeg: 2 Canada Inns (Transcona) (24 km) 204-224-1681 or 204-667-5560; Inn at the Forks 877-377-4100; Fairmont 800-441-1414; Radisson Hotel Winnipeg Downtown 800-333-3333. Selkirk Inn 1-800-930-3888. Motel 66 Deacon’s Corner 1-204-222-7618.
Banquet & Auction: 5-Course Buffet Country Club Dinner, $35 (optional), Sunday 6 pm. Event participants and guests are invited to this social evening in a private dining room at Elmhurst Golf & Country Club, located within 10 minutes from the Event site. Dress is “casual dressy” – heels or ties are not required but no jeans please.  Cash bar available.  The evening promises good food, good company, good entertainment and good fun in an informal but very attractive setting. Contact the Show Secretary for tickets if you are a competitor and they will be included as part of your registration fee and package. Contact Judy Gutoski at 204-444-3066 if not a competitor. 

COMPETITION OVERVIEW

This competition will be run in accordance with Equine Canada Rules. 

Significant differences with ADS rules are listed on page 11. The Equine Canada Rules may be obtained in hard copy from Manitoba Horse Council or downloaded from the EC website: www.equinecanada.ca
Competition AI - Presentation 
Presentation for Training and Preliminary will be judged at the halt.  Emphasis is on safety and appearance of driver and grooms, cleanliness, fitness, matching condition of horses/ponies vehicle and harness. Spares required for Training and Preliminary divisions. Intermediate entries must report to Presentation for wheel measurement only.
Competition AII - Driven Dressage (grass surface) 
The object of the Dressage Test is to judge the freedom, regularity of paces, harmony, impulsion, suppleness, lightness, ease of movement and correct bending of the horses/ponies on the move. Competitors will also be judged on style, accuracy and general control of their horses/ponies. Dressage tests must be driven from memory. Training Level tests may be called.  (See Article 932.2) 

Competition B – Marathon. 
The object of the Marathon is to test the standard of fitness and stamina of the horses and ponies, the driving skill, judgement of pace and general horsemanship of the competitor.Section distances speeds, and allowed times will be posted, not to exceed maximums stated in Appendix E. 
Sandy, flat, narrow wooded trails and meadows. There is a water obstacle

and a new bridge obstacle. No gates on significant slopes. In all classes, if the vehicles have no brakes, breeching is compulsory.  Art.918.1.3: Obstacle elapsed time for Training division competitors shall not be provided.  The five minute time limit shall apply.  Only total Section times will be recorded in keeping with the intended objective for the division. Spotters will be posted on the Marathon Course to note any break of pace or deviation from the Course.  

Competition C – Obstacle-Cones (grass surface). 
The object of Obstacle-Cones is to test the fitness, obedience and suppleness of the horse and skill and competence of the driver.  This is a Fault Competition. The course will be driven withand stamina of the horses/ponies, and the driving skill, judgment of pace and general horsemanship of the Competitor. Section distanin an allowed time and with as few faults as possible and will consist of up to 20 sets of cones. Speeds and maximum clearances of Appendix E shall apply. 

GENERAL EVENT INFORMATION

This competition will be run in accordance with Equine Canada Rules.

Note: Any discrepancy between any regulation and a reference Article number, the Equine Canada rulebook shall prevail. 

1. Entries must be received or postmarked on or before July 1, 2011. NOTE: To be accepted, both sides of entry forms must be complete and include fees.  
2. Three or more entries are needed for a class.  If less than three entries are received, classes may be combined at management discretion. 
3. Prizes: Ribbons to 4th place for each Class. Ribbons for best score for each Competition (Dressage, Marathon, Cones). Special Award for best overall score in each of the 3 Levels: Training, Preliminary and Intermediate.  
4. Entry Fees as per entry form. Entries received after July 1 will be assessed a $25 late fee charge. 
5. Refunds – only with valid Veterinarian or Doctor Certificate permitted prior to July 1, 2011. 
6. Manitoba law requires a triangular Slow-moving Vehicle sign be displayed on all vehicles at least 3 feet above the ground while driving on any public roads. No ATV’s are allowed to be used in Birds Hill Provincial Park. No exceptions. 
7. Jacket (or conservative dress for ladies) hat, gloves, and apron to be worn in Competitions A and C. Formal Western attire will be deemed appropriate if suitable to the vehicle.  A whip must be carried in accordance with Articles 917.3 and 945.1). 
8. ASTM or BSI approved, properly fitted Protective headgear is mandatory for all persons on the vehicle on Marathon and may be worn in other competitions without penalty (Articles A905.3/ C102.10). All Juniors must wear proper fitting, approved protective headgear, with safety harness correctly secured, at all times while mounted or driving on the competition or event grounds. Approved headgear meets the ASTM standards and displays the SEI seal.  
9. Horses and ponies must be at least 4 years of age (Article 914.1.4). 
10. Driver may be amateur or professional, junior or adult.  The same driver must drive the same entry throughout the competition and may compete with only one entry. In case of illness, accident or physical handicap, the Jury has the discretion to approve a change of driver; however, the entry will compete Hors Concours (H/C).  A driver, groom or navigator may participate on more than one carriage in Competition B, subject to scheduling. This second entry must be in a different class/division or as Hors Concours (Article 917.2.2). 
11. A 30-day Health certificate and valid Coggins Test (within 6 months) is required at the US / Canada border. 

LEVEL SPECIFICATIONS

General:    Competitors may enter in one of three levels - Training, Preliminary, or Intermediate. 

     Driver/Whips may use any method or style of driving (Article 917.1) 
Vehicles:   Minimum track widths and weights shall not apply Article 918.1. 

Marathon entries must have either brakes or breeching. (918.1.3)

Reflectors are mandatory for all vehicles (Article 918.2.2). 
Lamps required in Competitions A and C, only if there are brackets on the vehicle (Article 918.2.2). 
Single turnouts are not required to carry a groom in Competitions “A” & “C”. (Article 917.2.9) 
A navigator/groom must ride with the competitor on the Marathon.

See Event Regulations # 10 for VSE Entries.

Non-bicycle type pneumatic tires are allowed at the training level. (Article 918.3.2). 

Harness:    Bits or harness parts may not be changed between Presentation 

and Dressage. Overchecks and martingales or tie-downs are not permitted.  Side checks are Permitted in Training division only (Article 919.4).  Working harness may be used. Boots or bandages are not allowed in Competition A (Driven Dressage)
(Article 919.2). Blinkers are optional. 

Ponies:      Competing pony measurements must be indicated on entry form, and may be subject to
 verification. (Article 914.2)

Horses: 
Over 148 cm unshod, 149 cm shod 


Ponies: 
Large – over 137.2 cm to 148 cm 









Medium – over 127 cm up to 137.2 cm 








Small – 99 cm up to 127 cm 

Note: In a mixed height turnout, the speeds for the larger animal will apply. Horse/Pony combinations are allowed at training and preliminary levels only (Article 914.2.3). 

Grooms/Navigators: One groom/navigator for a single horse or pony is required except very small Equine for Competition B (Marathon), one groom/navigator for pairs and two groom/navigators for multiples are MANDATORY. Unless specified as noted in the rules all drivers are responsible for providing their own groom(s).   

Dressage:
Singles and Pairs:

Training – ADS Test # 4 (40m x 80m arena) 
Preliminary - ADS Test #4 (40m x 80m arena)
Intermediate – ADS Test # 1 (40m x 80m arena)
Source: 
http://www.americandrivingsociety.org/forms/ADS_Forms.htm 
Training:     Either the horse or the driver has not completed more than one Combined Driving Event 
(CDE) or more than two Driving Trials (DT) above The Training division (Article 905.12). Recommended for competitors beginning Combined Driving competition, or for seasoned competitors driving inexperienced horses. Obstacles will not be timed (Article 946.8.1).  The Training Level is an introduction to the sport for horse and driver.  The tests will acquaint competitors with the basic gaits, figures, and obstacles that are the foundation of all Combined Driving Events.  The entire experience should be pleasant and encouraging to build confidence in horse and driver.   

Class 1:  Single Pony 
Class 2:  Single Horse 
Class 3:  Pair Horses & Ponies 

                        


Class 4:  Junior Driver

Preliminary:  The driver has completed at least two recognized Training Division CDE or DT’s or 
Has had other equivalent driving experience.  Suitable for Horses in regular training program (Article 905.12.3).The tests encourage development of basic gaits, obedience, suppleness and balance. Navigator/Groom compulsory on Marathon.  

Class 5: Single Pony 
Class 6: Single Horse 
Class 7: Pair Horses & Ponies 

Intermediate: Open to any driver who has completed at least three DC, EC or ADS sanctioned 
Combined Driving Events. This competition is suitable for well-trained horses with speed, boldness and conditioning (Article 905.12.5).  No type of check rein is allowed.  A Navigator/Groom is compulsory on the Marathon.  Presentation will be judged on the move during Driven Dressage. 

Class 8: Single Pony 
Class 9: Single Horse 
Class 10: Pair Horses & Ponies

Class 11: Tandems & Four-in-hands 

(Classes 10 & 11 may be combined) 

Event Regulations

This competition will be run in accordance with Equine Canada Rules. 

Note: Any discrepancy between any regulation and a reference Article number, the Equine Canada rulebook shall prevail. 

1. The Manitoba Driving Society, officials, Birds Hill Provincial Park and any affiliates will not be held responsible for any accident, damage, injury, illness or death to horses, owners, drivers, grooms, ground personnel, spectators or any person on the properties whatsoever. 

2. The Organizing Committee reserves the right to: a) combine or divide any division, class or section; b) cancel any class or section; c) make changes to advertised times or officials, and d) alter courses because of unforeseen circumstances. 

3. The Organizing Committee reserves the right to use its discretion in matters not specified in the rules; to relax these regulations; and to refuse or disqualify any entry for inappropriate conduct or behavior (C201). 

4. Canadian competitors must have insurance with a Participating Provincial Federation membership or for residents of non-participating provinces with Equine Canada and hold a valid EC Sport License. Competitors at Training and Preliminary levels must hold at least a Bronze license; a Silver license is required at the Intermediate level. Horses at the Intermediate level are required to have a FEI or EC passport and a Horse License. Owners are also required to hold a valid EC Sport License. 
5. Drivers and/or Owners who do not hold a valid Sport License are permitted to participate with the purchase of a Temporary Sport License and must provide proof of public liability and property damage (PL&PD) insurance. Owners who are temporary members must also complete the temporary horse registration form if competing at the Intermediate level. (Article A208)
6. American competitors who are members of the American Driving Society and send proof of public liability and property damage (PL&PD) insurance with their entry are exempt from Sport License requirements. 

7. All questions or complaints should be directed to the Show Manager or Show Secretary. Complaints regarding an incident during the competition or the scoring must be lodged within one-half hour after the posting of the official results.    

8. In the interest of safety, it is the participants' responsibility to be certain that their harness and vehicle are sound and in good repair and that the horses are in fit condition for their level of competition.  

9. The only person to handle the reins, whip and brake during competition shall be the Driver. (Article 917.2.4) 

10. One Groom/Navigator is COMPULSORY for each vehicle for singles and pairs during Competition B (Marathon). The vehicle must have an adequate, safe place for the Groom/ Navigator, where they can be facing forward, in the marathon only.  A groom is not mandatory for a single in Competition “A” and/or Competition “C” (Driven Dressage and Obstacle-Cones), nor for a single VSE driven by an Adult in any Competition. 

11. Two Grooms/Navigators are COMPULSORY for each vehicle for Four in Hand entries during all Competitions. (Article 918)
12. Horses/ponies must be serviceably sound and must show no evidence of lameness. (Article 902.8, 924.6, 932.3). 

13. The ground jury must eliminate any unsafe vehicle or unruly horse/pony (C301.2). 

14. Removing the bridle and/or reins from a horse while put to a vehicle may be disqualified (Article 902.3.3). Unsecured animals may not be left unattended by a capable and responsible adult, anywhere at the event location. 

15. Drug and cruelty rulings will be enforced. No cruelty to animals will be tolerated, lameness, exhaustion, whip abuse and no cruel bits such as burr, gag, or twisted wire will be allowed. (Article  927.3). 

16. No schooling is allowed in Marathon Obstacles or Obstacle-Cones course. The penalty for infraction is elimination (Article 943.3.7). 
17. Spares: Intermediate competitors may carry whatever spares they require.  For Training and Preliminary divisions, the following spares shall be carried on the carriage throughout the event: one spare trace or splice, one spare rein or splice, leather punch, a halter and lead shank for each horse, hame strap for full collar harness if applicable. Pairs must also carry a spare whiffle/single tree, and four-in-hands must carry a spare lead bar. Two penalty points will be assessed for each item omitted.  Complete omission of spares will receive 10 penalty points.  Spares will be checked at Presentation and prior to the start of the Marathon. 

18. Junior drivers under 14 years of competition age* must be accompanied by a knowledgeable adult horse person, capable of rendering assistance in an emergency, at all times. (Article 913.1.6). Parental consent and signed waivers are required. (*Competition age definition: Article C102.6)
19. Protective headgear is mandatory for all persons on the vehicle in Competition B (Marathon). Junior competitors must wear proper fitting, approved protective headgear, with safety harness correctly secured, at all times while mounted or driving on the competition or event grounds.  Approved headgear must meet the ASTM or BSI standards and displays the SEI seal. (Article A905/H917.6.3). 

20. The Ground Jury may disqualify any horse at any time during an Event if, in its Opinion, the horse is unfit to continue.  No appeal can be made against this Decision (Article 924.6.1). 

21. The Veterinary Inspections and examinations are free, but if the Veterinarian is required for any treatment, the owner will be liable.  

22. The First Horse Inspection must be completed prior to the first Competition. Horses and ponies will be shown in hand with a bridle on loose rein. Competitors must carry their entry number. Appropriate attire would be appreciated. 

23. The assigned identification number must be attached to the horse at all times during the event when it is outside its stall (Article 916.1).

24. Entry numbers must be displayed and visible at all times whenever an equine is put to a vehicle (Article 916.1). 

25. The MDS Safety Rules will be in effect. There will be a compulsory safety check 30 minutes before the Marathon for all Entries. At this time the completed and signed Safety Checklist must be submitted. 

26. All EC-sanctioned competitions are required to collect a prescribed drug testing fee for each horse that competes (Article A1008.1).

27. Any horse entered in any class at a competition may, while on the competition grounds, be selected for equine medication control testing (Article A602.5).
Important notice to our American Competitors
We welcome you to this event, and publish the following for your guidance. While the rules of Equine Canada and the American Driving Society are intended to be similar, some differences remain largely due to the revision cycles. Please note these most significant differences and consult the Official Notice Board throughout the competition. Contact Show Management or the TD at any time for assistance. 

1. All horses and ponies entered must be presented at the First Inspection (Article 924.2) in hand, in a bridle with reins or lead attached. 

2. Presentation for Training and Preliminary will be at the halt (Article 935.6), prior to Driven Dressage. 

3. Pair drivers may drive any 2 of their 3 entered horses that have passed the First Inspection, and must declare which horses shall be driven at least one hour before the class begins (Articles 921.2.3 and 922.1.2). 

4. Drivers must carry a Spares Kit to include a halter and lead shank for each horse; a spare rein or rein splice; a spare trace or trace splice and a leather punch. In addition to the above, turnouts with full collars shall require a spare harness strap; pair horse turnouts shall require a spare whipple tree; and team turnouts will require a spare lead bar and whipple tree. Penalties will be assessed at 2 for each missing item (to a maximum of 10 penalties). Additional items may be carried at the driver’s discretion without penalty.” (Article 918.2.3). 

5. All persons on the vehicle during entire Marathon must wear ASTM/SEI approved protective headgear as defined in Article A905. Protective vests and Medical Armbands are strongly recommended. (Article 917.6.3). 

6. All drivers are required to pay drug testing fees in Canada; as well, any horse on the competition grounds may be selected for equine medication control testing. (Article A602.5). 

7. Anyone removing a bridle or reins from a horse while put to a vehicle shall be eliminated and may be disqualified (Article 902.3.3) 

8. Training division Dressage tests may be called in accordance with Article 932.2.

9. Maximum of 5 gates for each Marathon obstacle for Preliminary (Article 941.1.7) 

10. There are no restrictions for cantering inside Marathon obstacles or during the Obstacle-Cones Competition for Training level. Speed and pace is left to the driver’s good judgment. 
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